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Kiichi is 4 years old. 
He’s an impulsive young boy, with 
his joys, his pains and his angers... 
His life changed when his parents 
were murdered before his eyes. 
Transformed by this event, he 
decides to live alone ! 
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{ 
r You want 


to bribe 


totally 
stupid! 


Let's | don't know how 
suppose that much you've got, 
you don't s. but | find it inap- 
get caught. = propriate that a 
What will you & “e fugitive pours her 
do with the 2 | money down the 


drain so easily 





You can't put 

You want to <a f him in school, 
force him to i Fy Po) nor entrust 
live hidden C [ him to some- 


forever? 


bas 
| don't 
kriow... 
That's why 
| need your 
help. 
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Alright, 





























Likeness with 
Kiichi's 







































































I'm sorry, 
Akimoto... 
| know it's 
sudden, but 
| need it 
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| thought 
you were 














dangerous 
when she 
acts im- 

pulsively 








She's... 
going to 
kill you 




















Aki - Moro : “Never betray” 
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You can do it 
when you're a 
grown up and 
capable of 
living on your: 


Aki: 
Wr 
case Of 2 
robler, 
use the 
yellow 
scarf” 








Aki: “Abolition of the yellow scarf rule! I've bought 
you @ cellphone with 2 prepaial contract, so we can 
use the telephone or texting” 



























































Stars often 

change their 

hair color in 
order to con- 
ceil cosmetic 


surgery. 











He wants 
three million 

















REO 
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A 


Yes... 
Three 
million 























and the big 
thermometer 
































PLEASE 


WAIT 
BEHIND 














The recovery 
is... tricky... 
Last time, 
they brought 
an organ 
Specialist 
with them* 





































TO) 


But as Qe 





‘soon as we 
fin the right’ 
contacts; it’s] 


gonna sky 
rocket! IF | 
can stay 
afloat FE 











| would've 


loved that. 


| was 
in an 
orphanage, 


suddenly 


disappeared 


eight years 

old when my 
mother aban- 

donned us. 
















My little 
brother never 
stopped whin- 
ing. So | told 
him... 







That our 
z parents were 
looking over / If dead and that 


us from up Ye a { although they 
there. } 7 * wouldn't come 
: . back. 



















| told him that 
we had to grow 
\ up fast in order 
ee to get by on 
1 Chine our own. And 
that’s what 
| did... 

















You'll 
understand 
when you're 
a grown 
































Vig ie b 
| |si 






























3h cas 
@ iff ' 
It's Kenji. m.) | 
fin close to your ||, Ae 
home for uork, Ss { 
You up for it? i 
I found a vibrating |} } a } 
: {| chihuahua! } & { 
, Seb Li aa 
a sorry. some other time, i= 
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Can dof 
=o You You twof 
D can dof Peanut 





























Bo 1 Peanut utter 
butter i. 
t 
&r 
Wait! 
Don't 
pais A‘ J 






















































































Er... I'll be 
right back... 
4 Help your- 











He might 
lelentify me 
@s @ wanted 
criminal. Got 
to disguise 

myself. 






























































Just say that 
it's more 


simple not to 
tell her. 


Don't give 
her a call. 























Well... | was 
taking a 
friend of || Kath without 
permission 


her, aren't 
youP 











This chile 
saw what 
you chief 
Hideler in 

















You must 
despise 
me... 





— 


[ Aby uh... | He called 
Well... Actually... |] you “aunty”, 
He's the son of but you're 
my sister... his mother, 
It's a bit 
complicated 




















Akipon 


means 
everything 





| wanted 
to give 
Akipon a 












She 
accepts my 
fantasies 
=q with kind- 


lis 
sy 
ee 



















































































almost at 
the end of 








he misappro- 
priates some 
money from 
his society. 
Kinda risky! 


mustn't 
tell him! 


Job on the side, 
the rent and 
He's maintenance of 
always the brothel room, 
atthe | cost him two 


hundred thou- 


limit. sands a month! 


IF he learns 
that you're 
wanted fugi- 
tives, he's 
gonna freak 

















TY But you mustn't 














A month will 
pass quickly. 


cross paths 
_\ again with one 
another. 











if all you've little sister's 


You're taking 
care of your 







told son for a 
month, in an 









Go| | < 








/ In that case... 
There's no 
reason for you 
to have set off 
again... 












boy from ea 
g = 


It's to is Takeshi 

















Do you 
have any 
questions 
Pp 




















pet the } 

dolphins 

at the 

aquari- 
um. 












































LOCA- 
LIKE WHEN Tot” 


WE DID IT 





THREE 
WEEKS 
UNTIL I 
GET THE 
APARTMENT 
BACK, IT'S 
LONG... 








You think 
it's trau- 
matized 
Takeshi? 


WE'RE 

CLEAR 

YOU MUST ON 

KEEP THAT, 

YOUR RIGHT, 

PROMISE! MOMO. 

HOONLY cs] 
TWENTY 
pays! 


Have you 
thought 








How long 
do you 
intend to 
stay 

hereP! 


at the apart- 
ment, So | 











AnP 

Is that soP 

Since | 
haven't seen 
him again 
yetr | icin 
think about 
it. 





By the way, 
Thad a call 
from Kenji. 
His member 
is beaging 
for it... 





The seller 
told me 
that the 
kids are 

crazy 
about it. 








Will you 
I thank — stop itr 
you for Takeshi! 
all these 


mention it! presents 
! 


| just want 
to be for- 
given... 
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Or else, 
aunty will 
die... IF you ah iS 
tell her, aunty Z “ S] mustn't 
will die! Do — > Ae 4 tell her. 
you under= : : 
stand?! 


sal 


\ 


Akipon 








to play 


Itis the outside. 
least we 
































y the fishing 
season 


Nari” 
mean? 








Kenji, 
. It's too 
Takeshi compli- 
can't cated. 


We put 
the fishes 
on a Spit... 
We grill 
them and 
then we eat 
them! 





People lived 
like this. They 
Beautiful, were fishing, 
isn't itP hunting animals, 
gathering mush- 
rooms to eat 



































going to 
catch a 
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Then she 
old you she 
was leaving 

and that 
she'd come by 
back for 

youP 

















Aunty told 
you she 


won't come 


backP 









































































































































All 
Yes right 








Did 
aunty... 
go with 

Kenji? 






























































































"ll be 
back. 
Don't 
misbe- 
have! 





























Oy Ba! 

















Miss 
Akimoto, 


our lug- 


gages, 
please! 












































Vm 
going 






































































































































COOSTRR J 























Return 
to your 
grand- 
parents 


























, 7 Stay in bed! \ 
L\we~ A Don't look! \ 
entrusted a ¢(y 

everything 
Akipon! 


| was renting 

this flat with 

Kenji's money. 
lll have to 
get out of 





Just a kid. 
You need 


someone 
to protect 
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_ are waiting 
for your 
return.- 


a) i oe 
—=—=If peoplesare|< 
waieire Ford 





Vm sure 


your mon — 
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Tomei*, back roads 
and head that go 
op toWards through the 
W\ Kofues mountains 


refecture's county town, 











and daddy 
EER) are still 




















You want 
your mommy 
and daddy 
to come for 











''m fine, |} 
even if I'm 
alone. But, 
sometimes 








But 


sometimes... 
| was born 


thanks to 


Hahaha! 3 a grown up, 

That's right, a F you leam to 
that's one 4 appreciate the 

of them! ti happy mo- 


ments of your 


youre you draw Or having 
love... a beauti- 
ful pic- J 


But so is 
having a 
good 








And you ; 
feel like... oe piss 


rou're livin 
a spite oF Sometimes, pain and 


yourself you're not suffer- 


to live while 
thinking that 
It's in spite 
of yourself, 








“| thank 
you for giving 
me life!”, 
then it's a 


For my 
Part... 
right now 
it’s... in 
between 


But if 


you can say 
“Mom, dad, 
I'm fine. Even 
if I'm alone, 
I'm happy!” 





~Thanks to 
worm anol 
cael. 

















































































































































































P 
We're sorry. Don't try 
to find us. Please. 





You 
haven't 
changed... 
Still unable 














V 
I'd like to 
buy a new 
‘one, but | 


My 
parents 
offered it 








Joke... The } 
thing is 














WD, Dy 
wee 7 


Lousy 
lparents| I 
SOS} 













ATA 
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*During 
winter, 
street 
hawkers 
sell sweet 
potatoes 
with the 
slogan 
“Tiishi 
yaaa ki 
imoooo" 






































You ey iB 
wert ah, VE | é ts 7 


fishing there ‘ilk 
againP “you 



























































































Thanks. A 
Il cook, Youre 
good! 


fmt 
TLE 




















by a police 


station, we 


stop dis- 
creetly... 


Wt 




















Choosing It's 
kid's clothes, your size! it. 
Nothing 
beats 
practice! 








He didn't 
ub... have any 
clothes. So | 
stole some 
from a 





















My brother 
was taller than 
| thought. But: 
he told me 
"Don't worry 
for me, it's 
perfectly fine!” 














this feel- }S 
ing... 








forget it! 
Let's go! 





When your 
grandpar- 
ents see 

you, they're 

Come gonna think 

on, that... Bah, 
jump whatever 











Yeah, 
| screwed 
up a little 
for the 














enter the al. 
police 
station 





“My 
NAME /S 
KUCH 
SOME YAY 











for your 
grandparents, 
and for me 
as well! 
And still... 





| feel a 


little weird. 


I'm doing 
something 


lucky, you 
know... 

You've got 

a place to 





we're the 
same! We 
don't have |, 


Promise me 
not to talk 
about me to 
the police- 
men, please 


ups 
“Having Call it 
a guilty + 
con= 
science” 





It's like 
| was 
abandon- 



















Maybe my 
mother felt 
the same 
wayP 












,———_— 
{| 
i 
| 


| 
Mormiy | || Shell be 


loves us back soon. 
very Hilch | | 


























back for 
you! 











Kiicki... 
Give me 


your 
hand. 





\'m 
counting 
on you... 

lll wait 
for you 















Sanaa anaes) 
a te $ / og ‘ 
-.% “ "Morn," 
a Oe alacy, ” 
. : thahk 
Beirig es ; 
: you. 
alone is 3 *. . 


lerportant 





Please! 

















Well 


VIL 
call the 
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It's cold 
tonight, you 
should wait 
inside your 

car. 


A tow 
truck from 
the JAF will 
come in 
about an 
hour. 






































seniors} 


song to 
m™ welcome 











=I | want chicks! 


tosee Lose 
your some 
bones ) weight! 
Z ’ 








@ yourg 
gitll 14 
lose 





4 THEY STILL 

HOPE FOR 
KIICHI'S 
RETURN. 


“| CHILDREN, {| 
GORO AND 
CHINATSU, 


iP 
KILLER OF 
RYOGOKU, 





I SYMPATHIZE se 
WITH You, THIS 
SHOW IS BEING BOTTOM 
BROADCAST IN OF MY 

ALL OF THE = HEART... 

COUNTRY. 
MAYBE KIICHI 
1S WATCHING 
YOUs» 


KIDNAP- 
PER, THE fg 
INFAMOUS. | 


MOMO? 














KIICHI; THEIR 
GRANPSON, 
DISAPPEARED. 
IT'S BEEN 
ALMOST FOUR 
MONTHS NOW 


THE 
CAMERA 
IS OVER 
THERE. 
YOU CAN 
TALK TO 











HE IS THE 
LIVING PROOF 
OF THE TRIALS 

GORO AND 
CHINATSU HAD 
TO FACE 
EVERY Day. 


WE'RE OLD 
PEOPLE, BUT 
WE STILL 
HOPE TO SEE 
HIM AGAIN. 
ANP WE WILL 
HANG ON 
UNTIL THAT 


mountains, They loose| 

the crows their grip 
must be Hickly 

feeding on kis 

him already 





BE CAUSING 
ALOT OF 
TROUBLE TO 


KIICHI IS AN 
INCREDIBLY 
ACTIVE CHILD. 
THE ADULTS 
WHO DON'T 
KNOW HIM. 
CAN'T CHANNEL, 
HIS ENERGY. 


IF You 
DON'T 
WANT HIM 
ANYMORE, 
DROP HIM 





*sign: 


Hospital 













S DONT KNOW HIM, 
» PLEASE DON'T TAKE 
STOUT ON ME, 

















Jl ee 
June 22nd A y, 


July 8th 





APT ERA | 





Er TTT 0) 


Liars Cae) 








YES... 
THE DOCTOR BUT HER 


. AN ACCIDENT. 
ain THAT SHE'S IN |] BRAIN... HE TOLD ME 


BED. HER || we DON'T IT WAS A MIR- 
aid on AND HER HEART ACLE THAT 
Twat, ECG IS BEATS SHE DIDN'T 
"STABLE, Sy SUFFER ANY 
LETHAL 
INSURY. 


SHE CAN 
WAKE UP 
TOMORROW, 
OR IN 
SEVERAL 
YEARS 











FIVE MONTHS! 

SHE'S HAP HER 

Ly f ACCIPENT FIVE 

MY SISTER X MONTHS AGO! 












STAYED HERE R Api ANE LD TUST 
ALL ALONE FOR at oe, i LEARNED 


FIVE MONTHS ¢ | ABOUT 17! 
ANP THAT'S ALLS ( 
YOU CAN SAY?! 
ANP YOU CLAIM 
70 BE My 
WIFE?! 























eo 
qa PHP EO 



































A WANPERING 
CHILD HAS 
BEEN FOUND 
THIS MORNING, 
NEAR THE 
ONSEN OF 
YUGANE, AT 
KAWAZU. 


AFTER AN 
IDENTIFICATION, 
HE APPEARS TO 
BE LITTLE KIICHI 
SOMEYA, FOUR 
YEARS OLD, WHO 
WE'VE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR 
MONTHS. 


FIRMED 
THAT KIICHI aed 
IS BEING 


OF BY 
DOCTORS 





\ 


\ gpect' 
\ 








ne ( 

“ume: diminutive of "umeboshi”, aka pickled plum. 
He said he Then, 
couldn't fish | took him 


= anymore, and 
fa that was why 














“sign: Masumi Kindegarten 





ASAP... SO I 
SAY “BE VIGI- 


2 
y— 
IF I WERE 
HIM, I'D 
LEAVE AGAIN ** 


YOU'RE A CHILD 
LIFE SPECIALIST. 
I'D LIKE TO ASK you: 
CAN A FOUR YEARS 
OLD BOY SURVIVE IN 
THE MOUNTAIN ON 
HIS OWN? 

















F od Che 
IN _ from the hospital where he was under care. 
The police has launched: 








THEY 
SEEMED 
HAPPY! P= 
WE WERE 

LIVE FROM 





NEXT UP, 
THE MAIN 
TOPIC OF 
OUR SHOW 














|) PLEASE! 
ONE 

QUESTION 
ATA 


Your grand=- 
parents and a 
lot of other 
people, how do 
you feel? 












































ALONE |S 
AWESOME, 


ALONE |S 
IMPORTANT! 
EVERYBODY 

IS ALONE! 











Pye GUesSt reperon {A A A — 










657 So, age or sage? 
703 Guest Despote (X X X - 


702 > SAGESAGE or else 
make a new thread 


"age, sage: keep an internet forum thread going or “ki 


THE EYE OF 

THE NEWS oa LET'S 
PUT ASIDE 
THE OVER- 
PASSION- 
ATE REAC- 







OBSCURE 
POINTS. 






















thing or 
what?! 





WHY DOES 
HE CLAIM TO 
BE ALONE? 
WHO IS THE 
INFAMOUS 
MOMO? 


HE DOING 
AT IZU? 
WHY DID HE 
CAME DOWN 
FROM THE 
MOUNTAIN? 


WHY DOES 
HE REFUSE 
TO TELL HIS & 
STORY? 











| wonder if 
he wouldn't: 
prefer to 
go back 
there. 





...-Rather 
than live 
with us 





wake Kiichi 
up, it's 
breakfast! 





HELLO KIICHI! 








Is it our 
decision to 
make, or 
Kiichi'sP 














Ki, your 
friends 























How can 
we have 
certainties 
when we're 
talking 


about 
KiichiP 
































Sh call 








ioe) 
OR meme oS 


«+e THE WOMAN 
WHO HAP KID- 
NAPPEP KIICHI, 
MIRACULOUSLY 
RECOVERED 
LAST MONTH 
IN THE TZU 
MOUTAINS... 








A WOMAN 
HAS BEEN 
ARRESTED IN 
A CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 
APPAR- 
ENTLY, OF SAPPORO 


SHE WAS: 
MAYUMI 





HIS RUN- 
NING AWAY 
ANP THE 
PERSONS 
INVOLVED... 


TOO 
LATE, 
THE 
DAMAGE 
1S DONE. 


Our Goro 
stopped 
smoking for 
the health 
of our son, 
but you... 


him, ll 
quit, of 


STAYED 
SILENT 


are working. 

How do you 
intend to 
take care 
of him? 


EVERYONE 

IEAGERLY WAITS 
FOR HIS TESTI- 
MONY TO GET 
A BETTER UN- 
DERSTANDING. 

THE ARREST 

OF SUSPECT, 
MISS NOSIRI 








splitting telling you 
hare that those 
too! are shallow 
arguments! 


| already told 
you that Ki is 
the son of our 
eldest son. 
And Chinatsu 
took the name 
"Someya"’! 











In that case, 
Mister Good 
Samaritan 
just has to 


Remember that 
we agreed not 
to argue, in 
order not to 
trouble Kiichi! 














To say that Do you think 
you were we should 
making fun talk about 
of psychia- that Momo 
trists... with him? 

You weather 






















































































































































































































































































Would you | granpa is 

rather live l going to 

by the sea, buy any- 

or in the. thing you 

moutain 
P 








We'll do 
anything 
you want 











I live 
alone! 








Just not 
possible. 
You're still 


FLYING 
ABOVE 








IS A JANE 
DOE, 45 
YEARS OLD, 
EMPLOYEE 
AT A HOSTEL 


THE LAST 

PERSON 
WHO WAS 
IN CONTACT 
WITH KIICHI 


‘ _ ye THIS JANE 
MISS NOSIRI ; § DOE LIVED 


ADMITTED HAVING NEARBY, IN A 
USED THE ROOM 4 ROOM RENTED 

AS A HIDING PLACE i ‘ ‘ UNDER THE 
DURING TWENTY f gate NAME OF A 
DAYS, STARTING = THIRD PARTY. 
JANUARY STH... 


SHE ALSO 
ADMITTED THAT 
JANE DOE HAD 

LENT HER THE 
ROOM WITHOUT 
KNOWING THE 
REAL IDENTITY 
OF THE LITTLE 
Boy. 


MISS NOJIRI 
DENIED THE 
IMPLICATION 
OF JANE 
DOE IN THIS. 
AFFAIR. 





























The 

murrcer 

His ab- anes 
duction The 

and his shootout PY bhe 

| Tas.ae gece vemeen hi 
|||] impressive life inthe the 
number of moutain yakuzas 
trauma as By 























is enough 


But | want 
to give it my 
best. And I'm 

going to 
need all your 
support. 








G I don't “Decept "Don't lie”, 
show any of understand his feelings”, “Put your= 
the usual Kiichi any- "Don't criti- self in his 
self-defense symptoms more, Miss size”, etc... shoes" 
reaction... caused by Nakanishi. Is that itP 
loss or be= 














And it's 
not to mimic 
anyone. He 
has actually 


eens che 
chiatric geontig be 


problem? 


But Kiichi... 
epi Usually, 


He only says that 
he wens oo be So they children 
alone. It's an adult express their can't deal 
behaviour... | have fear. They're with their 
the feeling that he's 4 / constantly trauma in a 
trying to rationalize afraid they rationnal 


by expressing oraly don't sleep way. 


his innate survival anymore, they 


mechanisms. 





It's an I then asked He wee as Kiichi 
hypothesis, myself how acl ‘Ve been 
rink there . could he have Who didn't described 
must have been come up with conceptu- was very 
a triggering his speech alize the different. 
during the notion of 
press confer- language. 
ence? 





@ philoso- 
phy of 
solitude. 


Cox WY = pct 
But he doesn't 
give the impres- 
sion of knowing 
how to fill his 
free time. 

















—) 





suWAS FISH HERE 


KIICHI. . 


No! 
But there's 


another 

solution, 
more cruel. 
We let him 




















































































































Nakanishi’s 
convinced 
that Ki 
knows that 
Jane Doe. 


Maybe it 
was she who 
encouraged 

him to live 
on his own? 








the bitch 
who brain- [J 
washed our 
Kiichi!? [7 





If she talks 
to him, 
maybe he'll 
listen. 





She could 
convince 
him not to 
live alone 


haven't 
told him. 
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